TWO HOUSES ORIGINALLY SURVEYED ON ONE FORM

M:6-10-94

Site: M:26/10/89

Dawson-Thomas House Built: 1926
14 Forest Avenue -

Site: M:26/10/94

Henderson-Saunders House Built: 1909
18 Forest Avenue Architect/Builder: Franklin Karn
Private

These two variations of the American Foursquare face east on well-
landscaped 1lots. Both are 2-1/2 story frame residences with hipped
roofs, central dormers, wide friezes, wraparound porches, and central
chimneys. The house at 14 Forest is smaller and more vertical than
18. Eighteen Forest, constructed for banker George Henderson in 1909
by local builder Franklin Karn, combined American Foursquare symmetry
with late Victorian elements such as a "Rockville Bay". Fourteen was
constructed in 1926 by Henry and Charlotte Stratmeyer for their
daughter and son-in-law, the Everett Gormleys; it was owned by the

Dawson and Thomas families for almost 30 years each.
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1 Name {indicate preferred name)

fDawson—Thomas House (14) M: 26/10/89

i hlstorics

and/or. common

- Henderson-Saunders House (18) M: 26/10/94

2. Locatlon

street & number 14 and 18 F or est Avenue : ‘ g ’ ____not for publication
clty, town - : Rockville ‘ R - vicinity of congressional district 8 -
state Maryland - .~ - = county Montgomery (RV Planning Area 4)
- - -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district — public A~occupied - agriculture —— Mmuseum
A bullding(s) _private — unoccupied —— commerclal — park
- structure  __both o ~ _— work in progress — educational —4"private residence
- site Public Acquisition Accessible ~ — entertainment — religious
- object — In process —_yes: restricted — government — scientific
" being considered - yes: unrestricted — industrial .. transportation
_,,4!101'— applicable ) —_ milltary —_ other:

owner of PrOperty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)
Mr. ang rrs. Herbert n. Ihomas (137
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Saunders (18)

name

street & number |4 Forest Av_enue R telephone no.: 454-9423

——————~48—-Fefest—Avcuae ~ 7634382

city, town Rockville - " 7 state and zip code '  Maryland 20850

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ontgomery Co. Land Records (14) L/ f ?657/ 292

Montgo .

street & number ontgomery Co. Courthouse ‘ ‘(18) L/f 2473/181
‘ R T Rockville . . SN o Maz-yland

clty, town. :  state

6. Representatlon in Exlstmg Historical Surveys

title ’ ' National Register of Historic Places =City of Rockville H. D.

date West Montgomery Avenue Historic District_1gWieral ___state _*~ county &=_ local

depository for survey recordsCity of Rockville Planning Department

city, town Rockville ' : state Maryland
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7. Description ‘ Survey No. M:26/10/94

Condition . Check one Check one
- excellent —deteriorated ___ unaltered _Y_ original site
42 good —ruins & altered — moved date of move

— fair 7 __funexposed .

iptio

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a

f the resource and its
varlous elements as it exist& today S AR

The subject houses "face east on Forest Avenue. 1 Forest Avenue is
located on a narrow interior lot facing the entrance to Harrison
Street. 18 ‘Forest Avenue is located next door on a large landscaped
corner lot. Other houses on the street date from the same period and
are similarly situated on large lots with mature vegetation.f

Both houses are variations on the American Foursquare - 2-1/2 stories
with a central front gable, wide frieze and wrap-around porch.” Both
have a central brick chimney and rusticated concrete block foundation
.and porch piers. 14 Forest has composition shingle roofing, is clad
in wood clapboard siding, and is a smaller and less ambitious house
than 18. 18 Forest has a pressed pattern metal shingle roof and is
clad in asbestos shingle siding; it includes many ornamental features
such as painted shutters, Doric columns and a Rockville bay.

14 Forest

Basically a square two-bay by two-bay frame, the 2-1/2 story house has
a one-story enclosed porch at the rear and a full-width wrap-araund
partly screened front porch. The roof of the house and porch are
sheathed in composition shingle. Painted clapboard siding covers the
house. Windows are 6/1 double hung with wooden surrounds. The founda-
tion is beveled concrete bloek and there is one central brick ehimney.

The two bay east (front) facade has a wide hipped-roof dormer with a
three-light casement window. Two pairs of windows are evenly spaced
on the second story. The first story has a six-light wood exterior
door in the south bay and a triple set of windows in the east. The
one-story low-hipped porch wraps around the south facade. It is
supported by five half-length tapered wooden columns on rusticated
concrete block piers with an egg and dart molded concrete plinth at
the juncture. Access to the porch is by three wide wooden steps. The
low-hipped porch roof, sheathed in composition shingle, is supported
by four: plain tapered wooden columns on rusticated concrete block
bases. .

The four-bay north facade has irregular fenestration. One window is
centered on the second story. The four-bay first story has a small 9
light casement sash in the first bay, a stairwell leading - to a
9-light wood panel exterior door in the second bay. There is a long,
narrow 1/4 window in the third bay and a 6/1 window in the fourth.

continued on attachment 7 page 1 (7.1)
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Description (continued) : 14 and 18 Forest Avenue

14 Forest Continued...

The two-bay west facade has a central dormer on the roof, similar to
the front dormer with louvers replacing the window,. The second story
has one window each bay. The first story is occupied by an enclosed
porch with a low-hipped roof. The north side of the porch has two
bays, each containing one window; the east window is an 8-light case-
ment sash, the west a 6/1 window. The three-bay west porch facade has
an exterior door in the north bay and a 6/1 window in each of the
south bays. The two-bay south porch facade also has one 6/1 window in
each bay.

The two-bay south facade has one window in each bay on the second
story. A pair of windows occupy the west bay on the first story. A
screen-enclosed portion of the front porch occupies the second bay.

A one-bay front-gabled clapboard garage, unrelieved excepting the
doors, 1is set back from the northwest corner of the house. A small
side-gabled one-story shed, the exterior of vertically applied German
siding, is at the rear of the property.

18 Forest

18 Forest is a square three-bay by three-bay frame structure shingled
in asphalt wood-grain shingle siding and built on an elevated basement
foundation of beveled concrete block. Its one-story open porch wraps
around the east and south elevations. The roof is sheathed in
patterned tin shingles. There is a central brick chimney. Typical
window treatments are 1/1 double hung windows with wooden surrounds
and painted shutters.

The three-bay east (front) facade has a wide-hipped dormer with two
small windows. Three windows are evenly spaced on the second story.
The first story has one window in the north bay, a one-light wood
panel door with single transom light in the center bay, and another
window in the south bay. Access to the front door is by three steps
leading up to the raised porch from the front walk. Seven wooden
columns with Ionic capitals support the porch which wraps around the
south side.

The three-bay north facade also features the wide hipped dormer above
the frieze. Two evenly spaced windows appear on the second floor.
The first story has three bays. The first bay holds a bay window with
3/3 windows featuring Gothic detail. The second bay contains a small
one-light window. The third bay contains a modern aluminum-framed
sliding glass casement window. -

The west (rear) facade has three evenly spaced windows on the second
story. The first story has three bays with a door in the first bay, a
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Description (continued) : 14 and 18 Forest Avenue

casement window in the, second and a double-wide single 1light window
with shutters in the third. The first and second bays are covered by
a low-hipped roofed porch supported by three square wooden posts.

-Access to the backyard is achieved by three steps. The backyard is
" landscaped with mature trees, lawn and perennials.

The two-bay south facade consists of a one-bay east main block and a
Rockville Bay projecting from west bay. The bay has a gabled roof

with returns. A louvered vent panel replaces the single sash window
in the gable. One window is centered in the square second story of
the bay and one narrow window is on the east side. One window is in

each of the three mitred sides of the first story bay. The east main
block of the house has one window on the second story and one on the
first story.
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8. Significance - Survey No. M:26/10/94
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below o : .
—— prehistoric ___ archeoclogy-prehistoric ____ community pianning ___ landscape architecture____ reiigion
— 1400-1499 ___ archeoiogy-historic —— conservation . —law ——Sclence .
—— 1500-1599 ___ agricuiture — economics ..~ iterature — Scuipture
. —1600-1699 _& architecture —_ education ©—_ miiitary * - —_soclal/ .. .
——1700-1799 __anrt —— engineering — music - humanitarian _
—_-1800-1899 __ commerce ~ —— exploration/settiement ___ philosophy  —_theater
+_ 1900- - communications ¢ — Industry - —— politics/government - “__ transportation
S ST e 5 — invention e = —_ other (specity)
‘ —1926 t — G el .
Specific dates 1909~18 Forest Builder/Architect - '.(18) (A&B) Franklin Karn

Prepare both a summary
support.

27h

Significance

These two variations of the American Foursquare have similar hipped
roofs, central dormers, wide friezes, wraparound porches, and central
chimneys. 18 Forest, constructed for banker George Henderson in 1909
by local builder Franklin Karn, combines American Foursquare symmetry
with late Victorian elements such as a "Rockville Bay™". 14 shows the
trend toward simple Craftsman/Prairie facades without ornamentation.
It was constructed in 1926 by Henry and Charlotte Stratmeyer for their
daughter and son-in-law, the Everett Gormleys; it was owned by the
Dawson and Thomas families for almost 30 years each. R
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ROCKVILLE HISTORIC RESOURCES MANAGEMENT PLAN DATA:

1. Historic context theme(s): Architecture, Landscape” Architecture,

Community Planning .
2. Geographic Organization: Piedmont, Montgomery County, ** - "

City of Rockville o ,
3. Chronological Period(s): Maturation and Expansion; 1873-1930
4. Resource type: single family residence

History and Support

18 Forest Avenue - 1909

This transitional Colonial Revival house, built for banker George
Henderson in 1909, was the first new construction on the west side of
Forest Avenue since Rockville's late 19th Century boom as a summer
resort. - 1/ Forest Avenue was the last stop on the trolley line down
West Montgomery Avenue, but this tract of land was owned by the
Cummins syndicate and remained undeveloped until this house was built.
2/

continued oh‘attachment 8 page 1 (8.1)
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Statement of Significance/ History (continued): 14 and 18 Forest Avenge

George Henderson was the son of Circuit Court Judge James B. Henderson
and Clara Adamson Henderson, of long-time Rockville families. 3/

Although the younger Henderson obtained his law degree, he chose
banking as a profession, eventually serving as President of the
Montgomery County National Bank for 35 years.

The design of the Henderson House, as executed by local builder
Franklin Karn, reflects a transitional phase in architecture. The
nearly symmetrical facade, centered dormers and classical columns of
the style commonly called American foursquare are here combined with
such late Victorian elements as a wrap-around vernadah and a modified
Rockville Bay under a semi-pedimented flank gable.

The Hendersons occupied this comfortable house until 1926. George Fry
purchased the residence for $8,000, and the Hendersons moved to their
new home on Falls Road. &/

The Frank Campbell and then Harry Armstrong families owned the house
for varying periods from 1941 to the 1958 sale to its present owners.
Arthur Saunders, a native of England, came to the U.S. as part of the
first military mission during the Second World War, later marrying an
American.

Footnotes

1. The Smith House, Presbyterian Manse and Talbott House, built 1890
-1892, were the only houses on Forest Avenue,

2. The widow of Julius West, Sarah West McCahill, retained a five
acre parcel of land out of the acreage that became the West End
Park development. She sold 3-1/2 acres of this to the Cummins
syndicate which built a tennis court on the corner of West Mont-
gomery and Forest, but no houses.

3. John Adamson, Jr. was an early merchant in Rockville and Postmas-
ter several times after 1817.

4. Montgomery County Land Records 412/55 (1926) and Montgomery
County Sentinel, September 3, 1926.

14 Forest Avenue - 1929

By the second decade of the 20th century, the social and professional
elite of Rockville occupied large, widely scattered houses in the West
End of Rockville. The undeveloped lands bordering Forest Avenue were
in the hands of the Dawson family (as heirs to Margaret Beall) or the
Talbott family, allied by marriage to Beall heirs. 1/

In 1913 William Adair Brook and his wife Mary Dawson Brook sold this
unimproved lot valued at $350 to Rosa McDonald, but the subject house




o

Survey No. M:26/10/94

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM SECTION 8 PAGE 2

Statement of Significance/ History (continued): 14 and 18 Forest Avenue

was not built until 1926. 2/ Henry and Charlotte Stratmeyer built
the house for their daughter and son-in-law, the Everett Gormleys. 3/
The house was resold the following year, and in 1930 the property
returned to the Dawson family with its sale to Mr. and Mrs. Henry A.
Dawson, Jr., the fourth generation of Dawsons in Rockville. 4/

Although similar in silhouette to the adjoining house at #18 Forest,
built in 1909, the 1920's styling is evident in the Dawson house both
in its smaller size and its ornamentation, such as cement block piers
supporting squared tapered porch supports. The rear two rooms were
either an early addition (pre 1930) or the enclosure of the original
large service/breakfast porch; otherwise the house remains in
original condition. 5/

Since 1959 Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Thomas have owned the house.

Footnotes

1, Bealls Subdivision occupied the lands east of Forest Avenue and
was still being subdivided by the Beall heirs (the Dawsons) in
1926. The west side of Forest was not part of any subdivision

but was contiguous to West End Park.

2. Rose McDonald was a Holland, sister to Mrs. Hattersley W. Talbott
of 100 Forest Avenue. She had married Maj. McDonald when she was
62 yvears of age. W. Adair Brook was a nephew of the Talbotts.

3. Montgomery County Land Records 398/26 (Statmeyer to Gormley) and
Tax Records. )

4, Henry A. Dawson, .Jr. was descended from the Dawsons of Rocky
Glen; his house lay in the rear of the house at 301 West
Montgomery Avenue built by his cousin Harry A. Dawson.

5. According to Janet Kirby, a Dawson daughter, the rooms were
already enclosed or added by 1930. They had no central heating,
and the interior wall had double windows.
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. The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory‘was» officially created by
* an-Att of the Maryland Legislature to‘be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.
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